IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS
~ COUNTY DEPARTMENT, CHANCERY DIVISION

~ MATTHEW WILLIAMS, individually and
on behalf of all others similarly situated,

Plaintiff,

v 77t CaseNo. 2024CH09830
~ CARL BUDDIG AND COMPANY, . |  Judge: Anna Loftus

| Defendant.

* PRELIMINARY APPROVAL ORDER

g l‘ 'l'his matter having come befOrethe Court'on Plaintift’s Unopposed Motion in Support
of Prehmmary Approval of Class Actron Settlement (“Motlon”), the Court havmg rev1ewed |
. ‘and cons1dered the MOthl‘l the Class Aetlon Settlement Agreement (“Settlement Agreement”)_ ’ ‘
between-Plamtrff Matthew erhams (“Plamtlff” or “Class Representatlve”) and Defendant Carl
Buddlg & Company (“Defendant”) (together “the Part1es”), and all other papers that have been .
ﬁled with the Court related to the Settlement Agreement mcludlng all exh1b1ts and attachments’

“to the Motlon and Settlement Agreement and the Court bemg fully adv1sed in the premlses IT

LIS HEREBY ORDERED as, follows

l. Capltallzed terms used m thls.Order that‘are not otherwrse deﬁned herem have
the ‘same meaning ass1gned to them as in the Settlement Agreement The Court adopts and_
incorporates the terms of the Settlement Agreement herem

2.°  The terms of the Settlem’ent,Agr:eement ,are preliminarily aoproved, as fair,
reasonable, and-adeduate and‘ are fully incorpo‘rated and Tadop‘t_ed‘herein. There.is good'cause to

find that the Settlement Agreement was negotiated .at arms-length between the Parties,



- who were represented by experienced counsel.-

- 3 For settlement purposes only, the Court finds that the prerequisites to class
. action treatment under Section 2-801 of the Ilinois Code__ of —Civil lProcedure — including
numerosity, commonality an‘d predominanee adequacy, and appropriateness of class treatment
of these claims — have been prelrmmarrly satlsﬁed |
4. The Court hereby condrtlonally certrﬁes pursuant to Sectxon 2- 801 of the
Illinois Code of Civil Procedure, and,for’ the purposes .of settlement only, the following |
3 Settlement Class consisting of: “the 11,821 U.S residents who were sent notice of the Data
Breach and all other 1nd1v1duals affected by the Data Breach that occurred near or around May
~ 2023.” Excluded from: the Class is Defendant its representatlves and any Judrcral oﬁ'rcer
: presently pres1dmg or who w1ll presrde over th1s matter, members of their immediate. famrly,
and members of their JudlCIal staff. |
5. | F or settlement purposes only, Plamtlff Matthew Williams is hereby appomted
~as the Class Representatrve
. 6. For settlement purposes only, Rachel Dapeer of Dapeer Law P.A. and Mark -
‘.Hammervold of Hammervold Law are hereby appomted as Class Counsel.
7. . The Court reco_gniZesithat,.pursuant to the Settlementhgreem'ent,' Defendant
- and Released"P-arties retain“f'all rlghts i object totheproprlety of class ce'rtlﬁcati'on mthe
_'thigation in all other contexts and for all‘other’purposes» should the Settlement not be finally
'approved Therefore as more fully set forth below if the Settlement is not fmally approved ‘
and Lrtrgauon resumes, th1s Court’s preliminary findmgs regardmg the propriety of class
' certlﬁcatlon shall be of no further force or effect whatsoever and this Order will be vacated in
: 1ts'ent1rety. |

- 8. 'The Court approves, in form and content, the Notice, attached to the Settlement



' Agreement as Exhlblt 1, and finds that it meets the requirements of Section 2 803 of the Illinois |
. Code of C1v11 Procedure and satlsﬁes Due Process requirements under the U.s. and Illinois
Constitutions ' - .
9. - The Court .ﬁnds that the planned:Notic.e set forth in the Settlement Agreement‘
: meets the requlrements of Sectlon 2- 803 of the Ill1n01s Code of* C1v11 Procedure and constltutes
: the best notice practicable under the.c1rcumstances where Class Members are. current or former )
employees of Defendant and may be readlly ascertained by Defendant s records and satlsﬁes
fully the requirements of Due Process, and any other apphcable law such that the Settlement
' Agreement and F 1nal Approval Order will be blndmg on all Settlement Class Members In . }
‘addltlon the Court ﬁnds that no notice other than that spec1ﬁcally identiﬁed in the Settlement
Agreement is necessary in thIS action
- lO Verlta Global, LLC is hereby appomted Settlement Admimstrator to supervrse B
‘and admlmster the notlce process, as. well as St oversee the admmlstration of the Settlement as
more fully set forth in the Settlement Agreement | |
11. The Settlement Admimstrator may proceed w1th the dlstrlbutlon of Class
Notice 'as set forth in the _Settlement AAgreement. To the extent that a Settlement Check is not
- cashed within ninety (90) days .after the" date of 'issue,_ the Settlement Administrator‘.shall '
. undertake-':the‘i fo‘llowing : ‘action's: _' ('l) :attenipt 'to contact lthe Participating Settlement ClaSS I'
'Member to discuss how to obtam a rexssued check; (2).if those efforts are unsuccessful make
-reasonable efforts to locate an updated address for the Partlclpatmg Settlement Class Meinber
u_smg advanced address searchés or other reasonable methods; and 3) reissuing a eheck'or.-
mailing the Participating'Settlement Class Membera postcard (either to an updated address if
located or. the ori ginal address if not) prov1dmg information regardmg how to obtain a reissued

check. Any reissued Settlement Checks 1ssued to Participatlng Settlement Class Members shall



, rem‘a_iny valid and negotiable for.sixty (60) da.ys" t‘rom‘t the date of thelr_ issuance and may .
thereafter'automatically be. canceled. if not cashed hyv the Participating Settlement V'Clas'_s »,
Members within thattlti-rne. D o | o |
| 12 Settlement 'Class Members ,:shall be b_ound by all deterrninations and orders
pertaining to-the Settlement includlng t'he" release of all elaims to the extent set forth in the
Settlement Agreement Whether favorable or unfavorable unless stich persons request
exclusmn from the- Settlement Class i in a tlmely and proper manner as- heremafter provided.
Settlement Class Members who do not timely and valldly request exclusion shall be so bound
‘even if they haye prev1ously 1n1t1ated or subsequently initiate lltlgatlon or other proceedmgs
: agaxns't Defendant or the Released_Partles re_latmg to the Relcased Clalms under the terms of
-t_he Settlement Agreement. - | . | I
| 13. - Any' person within- the Settlement Class may request ;exclu'si-on from the - _ -
Settlement Class by expressly stating the1r Request for Exclus1on in wrxtlng To be con51dered
tlmely, such. written exclusmn requests ‘must be malled to, the Settlement Adm1n1strator and -
) postmarked no later than th1rty (40) days from the Notlce Deadlme |
© '14.  Inorder to exercise the rlght to be.excluded, a person w1th1n the Settlement Class |

- must tlmely send a written Request for exclusmn to the Settlement Admmlstrator prov1d1ng ther

- name of the proceedlng, thelr full name current address personal 51gnature and the words '

' "‘Request for Exclus1on” or a comparable statement that the 1nd1v1dual does not wish to -

participate in the Settlement at the top of the commumcauon.

15. Any person in thehsettlement Class who elects to be excluded shall not: (i) be
- bound by any orders or the Final Approval Order; (11) be entitled to rehef under the Settlement
Agreement (111) gam any rights by virtue of this Settlement Agreement or (1v) be ent1tled to

Sy
object to any aspect of this Settlement Agreement. o



Al8.» Class Counsel may ﬁle any motion seekmg an award of attorneys fees and
'reasonable costs and expenses, as well as a service award for the Class Representatlve no. later ,
4 than 21 days prlor to the Opt-Out and Ob_]ectlon Deadlmes
| B 19. _ Any Settlement Class Member who has not reduested exclusron from the _
Settlement Class and who w1shes to obJect to any aspect of the Settlement Agreement 1nclud1ng ‘

the amount of the attorneys fees, costs and expenses that Class Counsel mtends to seek and

o the payment of the servrce award to the Class Representatlve may “do so, either personally or

. through an attomey, by ﬁling a written objectlon to the Settlement Admmlstrator no later than -
: forty (40) days after the Notice Deadhne The wrltten objection must 1nclude (1) the name of
the proceedmgs; (11) the Settlement Class Member s full name, current maillng address, and '
’ telephbne numbe_r;. (iii) a statement Aof the spe,ciﬁc grounds for the objection, as well as any
documents supporting the objection; (iv) a statement as to ?whether the objection applies-only
.. to the objector— to‘a speciﬁc subset ofl the ‘class or to the entire class; (v) the identity ot" any.
- attorneys representmg the objector; (vr) a statement regardmg whether the Settlement Class
Member (or his/her attorney) mtends to appear at the Flnal Approval Hearlng, and (vii) the
‘ srgnature of the Settlement Class Member or the Settlement Class Member s attomey
Objectlons not«ﬁled and served in accordance w1th this Order ~shall not -be received or
‘bonsrdered by the Court Any Settlement Class Member who farls to tlmely ﬁle and serve av
written - objectlon in accordance w1th thls Order shall’ be deemed to have walved their right =
to object or to be heard at the Final Approval Hearrng and shall be foreyer barred from makmg ,
any objection to the Settlement | | | ‘ | . | ‘
20 , All ‘papers in support of the Flnal Approval of the proposed settlement shall be.

- filed no later than fifteen days before the Final Approval Hearmg

21. A Final Approval Hearing shall be held before. the Court on April 17, 2025



at 10:30A.M. The Parties ana their ceuﬁsel are permitted to appear by Zooin. The
o purpose of the hearmg will be: ; | o
| "(a) to ﬁnally determme whether the applicable prerequisltes for settlement class
: action treatment under 735 ILCS‘ 5/2-‘801- have been met;
i (b) to determine whether the Settle'ment is fair, reasonable 'and adequate, and shou‘ld‘ 7, -
' be approved by the Court | o o
(¢) -~ to. determme whether the _]udgment as provrded under the Settlement Agreement'},
"'.should be entered 1nclud1ng an order prohlbitmg Settlement Class Members from further
pursulng Released Cla1ms that have been released in the Settlement Agreement;
@ to con51der the appllcatlon for an award of attomeys fees costs and expenses
of Class Counsel
| () to consider the applicatlon for the Serv1ce Award to the Class Representatlve

® .t consrder the distrlbution of the Settlement Fund pursuant to. the Settlement |
’Agreement; ‘andl - “ VF

(® to rule upon such other matters as the ‘Co’urt may deem appropr-iate." |

_ 22. 1The F inal Appr0val Hearing may be postpOned -adjourned, "transferred or

o o contmued by order of the Court w1thout further notlce to the Settlement Class Ator

) ""followmg the Fmal Approval Hearmg, the Court may enter a Judgment approving
' the Settlement Agreement and a Final Approval Order in accordance w1th the Settlement "
. Agreement that a‘djudicates the rlg'hts of all Settlement Class Members. |
- 23. Settlement Class Members do not need to appear at the Final Approval Hearing
or take any other action to indicate their approval.-' | A
| 24, Al discoVery and other proceedings in the Litigation as be’tweenvPlaintiff and

Defendant are stay'ed and suspended until further order of the Court except such actions as may



be necessary to implement the Settlement Agreement and this Order.

IT IS SO ORDERED.

ENTERED

. wGmIM éfa/&m |

dJ udge Anna M. Loftus, No 2102

Judae Anna M. E.oftus
- JAN 10 2025

Gurcust c@m—zm% der agreed to by

7 NEAL, GERBER & EISENBERG LLP

- /s/David A. Wheeler
‘David A. Wheeler
NEAL, GERBER & EISENBERG LLP :
2 N. LaSalle Street Suite 1700
Chicago, IL 60602
Telephone: (312)269-5328
dwheeler@nge.com -

| Counsel for Carl Buddig and Company



